


The Need

38%
of Martin County 

households struggle 
to meet the basic 

costs of living. 

16,000
Martin County residents live 

at or below the federal 
poverty income levels.

$5,000
is the amount the 

average person spends 
each year on health 

care in Florida. 

Over the last 10 yearshealth carecosts have
risen twice as fast as salaries across our
country. Florida ranks in the top five states
with the most expensiveinsuranceand health
care, costing the average resident 14% or
moreof their income. With 67% of all Florida
jobs payingless than $20 per hour, and 51%
paying less than $15, it is easy to see why
paying for insurance and health care is so
difficult for many.

As costsrise,there are increasingdisparitiesin
health basedon income. With your help, we
can changethis for Martin County residents.
Together we can work towards the goal of
healthequity andensuringall of our neighbors
have access to high quality primary and
comprehensivehealth care so that they can
continue to be productive members of our
community. A contribution to Volunteers in
Medicine Clinic will give the gift of health to
someonewho desperatelyneedsit . Visit our
websiteat vimclinic.net to donate online.

https://vimclinic.net/donate


The VIM Model
At Volunteersin Medicine(VIM) Clinic,we usea
combinationof volunteers,a smallpaidstaff, and
business partnerships to deliver exceptional
medicalcareat no cost to our patients.

Dedicated Primary Care Providers
We employa small team of medicalpersonnelto
provide patient-focused primary care, manage
medications,help improve the «^²tk¡²ȶ¯health
literacy, and coordinate treatments provided
outsidethe Clinic. We alsohavesocialworkersto
support the patients with other needsrelated to
their overall wellnesslike accessto quality food,
prescriptions assistance, transportation, and
mentalhealthservices.

Volunteer Medical Professionals
Martin Countyis fortunate to havemanyretired
and currently practicing medical professionals
who want to continueto servepatients in their
areasof specialty including cardiology,urology,
orthopedics, endocrinology, gastroenterology,
ophthalmology,gynecology,andmanymore. Our
volunteerslove beingable to practicethe art of
medicine,insteadof worryingabout the business
of healthcare.

Diagnostic and Treatment Partners
A key componentof our successis the strong
partnershipwith ClevelandClinicMartin Health,
our local hospital, and Diagnostic Imaging
Services. Thesepartnerships,along with several
other medical practices and local businesses,
allow us to providepreventivehealth screenings
and treatments for cancer and other serious
diseases, and have life-saving surgeries
performed,all at no cost to the patient.



The Patients
To be eligible for VIM Clinic services, a person must meet 
all of the following criteria:

1. Full-time, legal Martin County resident
2. Adult between 18 and 65
3. Be uninsured (no Medicaid or Medicare)
4. Have total household income less than or equal to 

200% of federal poverty levels and have no other 
financial resources.  For 2020 that equates to:
Å$25,520 for an individual
Å$34,480 for a two-person household
Å$52,400 for a four-person household

Meet VIM Clinic patient, Ricardo, pictured
right. Ricardois 56 and has beena patient of
VIM Clinicsince2014. Hesuffersfrom multiple
conditionsincludingTypeII Diabetes,coronary
artery disease, and kidney stones. Alan
Eddison,DNP,APRN,is Ricardo'sprimarycare
practitioner andseeshim on a regularbasisto
treat andmonitor thoseconditions.

On July 1, 2019 Ricardowasseenurgently at
the Clinic for shortness of breath. An EKG
revealedthat he wasin 3rd degreeheart block.
He was immediately transported to the
EmergencyDepartment. It was decided he
neededa pacemaker. This very scarysituation
was life threatening and potentially fatal had
Ricardo not come in for his shortness of
breath. Just a few months later, Ricardofaced
two separate procedures to remove kidney
stones. Hewasunableto work for 4 months.

Today,Ricardois doing well and continuesto
be closelymonitoredby VIM Clinicand Stuart
CardiologyGroup. He credits the staff at VIM
Clinicfor makinghim feel comfortableenough
to seekhelpwhenhewasin pain.



For Our Patients

For Our Health Care System

For Our Community

The Impact

Studieshaverepeatedlyshownthat accessto quality health
care leads to healthier communities. The benefits of a
healthier community include a more productive workforce
fueling future economicgrowth, higher rates of education,
and lower crimerates,whichmakesMartin Countya better
placefor everyone.

VIM Clinicdoesmore than provideoutstandinghealthcare;
it servesasa teachingsite for medicalandnursingstudents.
Studentsoften stay in the communitieswherethey receive
training and internships. An influx of young,skilledmedical
professionalsis anotherbenefit for our community.

Peoplewho havea primarycareproviderare more likely to
have routine health screenings,refill prescriptions,spend
lessoverallon healthcare,havefewer trips to the hospital,
and managechronic health conditions better than people
who seeonly specialists. We providewhole-patient primary
care with a team approach utilizing a diverse group of
generalistsandspecialiststo providethe best outcomesfor
our patients.

VIM Clinic benefits our overall health care system by
reducing emergency department visits and hospital
admissions. Emergencydepartment visits for non-urgent
issuesare four to six times as expensiveas other doctor
visits and unnecessarilystresshospital resources. Catching
and treating problemsearly,which happensduring annual
check-ups,is alsocheaperthan treating severeor advanced
illness,whichcanresult in extendedhospitalstays.



The Financials

11:1
An investmentof $1 provides$11 worth
of patient care with VIM Clinic and its
partners.

$7,312,520 in prescription medications

$4,582,858 in hospital and diagnostic 
services

$551,654 in donated medical services 
delivered at VIM Clinic

$244,750 in donated specialty services 
delivered offsite at local specialist offices

In 2019, VIM Clinic was responsiblefor
soliciting and coordinating$12.7 million in
donatedmedicalservicesandmedications.

The VIM Clinic cash budget in 2019 was $888,000 and $10 million in patient services were 
delivered which includes $9.1 million in in-kind services.  Funding for the Clinic breaks down 
as follows:

Å10% Individual Donations
Å50% Grants
Å40% Special Events

Hospital and 
Diagnostic Services Medications

$12,700,000



The Statistics

patient visits since 1995 

227,478

Indiantown, 
Okeechobee, and 

Others
7%

Palm City
8%

South Stuart
32%

Hobe Sound
13%

Stuart
24%

Jensen Beach
16%

Where our patients live in Martin County

of services at the Clinic provided 
by 89 volunteers in 2019

7,871 hours
of patients work 
full or part time

76%

Patient Age Ranges Patient Ethnicity

200
medical and nursing students 
trained and mentored at VIM 

Clinic since 2000

52% 48%
female male

61-65   17%

51-60   49%

41-50   18%

31-40   13%

18-30   14%

Hispanic 

White  

Black

Other

15%   

72%       

12%

2%

patients served in 2019

1,092



can giveYOU
the gift of health.


